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t kschildrenscabinet.org
Find out more a

On April 11th, Governor
Kelly challenged us all
to be early childhood
stakeholders.

In her remarks to the Kansas Children’s Cabinet she underlined the
importance of the early years—and the role of eachand every Kansas
community—in shaping the future of Kansas.
Kansas received a federal planning grant to facilitate a collaborative effort to shape our
state’s future direction for early childhood. Parental voice and choice are paramount to
this effort, with the needs and preferences of Kansas families top of mind.
This one-year federal planning grant supports the development of a comprehensive
needs assessment and strategic plan for early childhood in Kansas. Our Tomorrows
engages parents, early childhood professionals, providers, educators, and others in
storytelling opportunities, community meetings, and idea generation sessions.
Each story becomes part of a collective, statewide map of community strengths and
needs and helps us:
Consider real-life struggles and resilience through the storyteller’s own perspective

Understand how gaps in service delivery are experienced

Highlight what families think and what they want for our youngest Kansans

Shape the strategic plan for the early childhood system in Kansas

Our Tomorrows partners will use the rich dialogue and findings from this work to
support decision-making that ensures every Kansas child has the best start in
life. The Kansas Children’s Cabinet and Trust Fund, Kansas Department for
Children and Families, Kansas Department of Health and Environment, and
Kansas State Department of Education are partnering to carry out this
important work.

Funds for this project are provided through the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), Administration for Children and Families
(ACF) Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). The Preschool Development Grant Birth through Five 90TP0016-01-00 was awarded to the Kansas
State Department of Education (KSDE). The Kansas Children’s Cabinet and Trust Fund, the Kansas Department for Children and Families, and
the Kansas Department of Health and Environment are leading this work with KSDE. This information or content and conclusions should not
be construed as the official position or policy of, nor should any endorsements be inferred by HHS, ACF, or the U.S. Government. Any food or
refreshments are not paid for by federal funds.
The Kansas State Department of Education does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, or age in its programs
and activities and provides equal access to any group officially affiliated with the Boy Scouts of America and other designated youth groups. The
following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the non- discrimination policies: KSDE General Counsel, Office of General
Counsel, KSDE, Landon State Office Building, 900 SW Jackson, Suite 102, Topeka, KS 66612, (785) 296-3204.
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Navigating the Guide
SenseMaker is a unique approach to narrative research. The results of a SenseMaker
study are meant to guide decision-making and take action in a complex environment.
Below are three things to keep in mind as you begin to explore this new form of data.

The unit (n) is the story. Most graphs show
percentages based on regional story counts.

Be active. The report supports your own sensemaking
and decision-making. Nobody knows your experience
better than you. If your interpretation and ideas differ,
it’s your responsibility to share.

Interpretations of the data are intentionally
provocative to spur your thought process and actions.
The writers of this report do not make any claim that
their interpretations are the only ‘right’ ones.

Please email the Our Tomorrows team at ourtomorrows@ku.edu
if you have questions or would like clarification.
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Community Profile
Southeast
Counties
Allen

Linn

Anderson

Lyon

Bourbon

Montgomery

Chautauqua

Neosho

Cherokee

Wilson

Coffey

Woodson

Crawford
Elk
Greenwood
Labette

Current Southeast Story Count

251 stories

© 2019 University of Kansas Center for Public Partnerships and Research

Southeast Kansas
Key Partners and Story Collection Overview
The two organizational partners in the 16-county Southeast region have been diligent
about collecting stories and raising the voices, strengths, and needs of families in
Southeast Kansas. They collected stories from families during local events like county
fairs, health fairs, and child-focused fairs. They asked friends, family members, and
colleagues to share stories and they collected stories from the families they support.
Home visitors even asked families to share during their scheduled visits.
Four County Mental Health Center
Four County has been a partner since April 2019 and collects stories
across Wilson, Montgomery, Elk, Cowley, and Chautauqua Counties.
They are a member of a service provider coalition in Wilson County
and the Montgomery County Coalition for Children, Families, and
Communities, whose members also collect stories.
The Family Resource Center
The Center joined Our Tomorrows in March 2019. They collect stories
primarily from families in Crawford County.

STORIES MATTER
Respondents in the Southeast are sharing meaningful stories that made a
significant impact on their lives and they want others to know.
49.6%said the story they shared happened once and 19.8% said it
happened once in a while. That means the majority of stories
(69.4%) were not day-to-day experiences.
95.6%of respondents selected that they would remember their experience
for a long time or always.
44.2%said their local community or everyone in their area should know about
their experience and 46.1% preferred to share their story with immediate
family or family and friends. Only 9.7% of respondents said no one should
know.
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Southeast Kansas
Demographics
The following statistics reflect the demographics of people who shared their story in
Southeast Kansas. Our Tomorrows data is not generalizable – the patterns we see are
only based on those who chose to share their story. In some cases, these demographics
will not reflect the actual demographics of the region. Help us by asking people who
aren’t represented to share their story!
These percentages are determined from the datasets of Southeast (N=254) and Kansas
statewide (N=2132). As people continue to share stories in your region, story counts and
maps published through Our Tomorrows will be updated.

Gender

Gender
86%

80%

SOUTHEAST KANSAS
KANSAS

20%
14%
0%
Male

Female

1%

Another Gender
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Southeast Kansas
Demographics
Race (n=254)
Southeast Kansas respondents identified as:
Compared to the statewide dataset, the

86.6%

White

Southeast region had 2.8% fewer Black

4.7%

Black or African American

or African American respondents and 10%
more white respondants.

1.6%

American Indian or Alaska Native

0.4%

Asian

0%

Native Hawaiian/other Pacific Islander

4.7%

Another Race

2%

Preferred not to say

9.6% fewer Hispanic or Latinx participants
in Southeast Kansas shared a story

Ethnicity

compared to the rest of the state.

Southeast Kansas respondents identified as:
3.1%

Hispanic or Latino/a

95.7%

Not Hispanic or Latino/a

1.2%

Preferred not to say

N=231

Income
40%

SOUTHEAST KANSAS

KANSAS

36%

35%
30%

26%

25%
20%

23%

22%

19%

17%

18%

15%

16%

15%
9%

10%
5%
0%

Less than $20k

$20,001-$39,999

$40,000-$59,999

$60,000-$79,999

Greater than
$80,000
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Themes

Emergent Patterns
To help us understand Kansans’ lived experience and augment the early childhood
system needs assessment, we are focusing on the following key themes:

BRIGHT
Spots

We have defined Bright Spots as family experiences of thriving, resilience, and support.
These are the stories we want to amplify and to have more of in our communities.
These can be singular events or ongoing experiences.

DISRUPTORS
We have defined Disruptors as unique and/or singular events that negatively interrupt
a family’s lifecourse broadly and trajectory in early childhood, specifically. Disruptors
are negative experiences from which people need to “bounce back” and might indicate
gaps that present opportunities for further support and programming. Disruptors
include the following categories: unemployment, transportation, housing, health,
safety, family separation, and new child.

Unmet

NEEDS
We have defined Unmet Needs as ongoing needs that are persistent issues. Unmet
needs are chronic even if triggered by a specific event. The following are included
in this category: stress/anxiety/depression, access to childcare, parenting knowledge,
safety, basic needs, and financial needs.

Unheard

VOICES
Unheard Voices are defined as Our Tomorrows experiences shared by vulnerable
groups whose stories are often invisible and who do not have a seat at the decisionmaking table. We identified Unheard Voices when a story specifically mentions
someone in one of these groups, or the storyteller self-identifies as a member of one of
these groups. Unheard Voices were coded on narrative content, and are not based on
demographic information. The following are often Unheard Voices we seek to elevate:
Low income working families, incarcerated people, young children not in school, people
with emotional, behavioral, or developmental conditions, people with special health
care needs, people living in poverty in rural areas, people in the foster care system, and
non-English speakers.
© 2019 University of Kansas Center for Public Partnerships and Research

BRIGHT
Spots

38% of Southeast stories included bright spots
96 of 254 stories coded by the Our Tomorrows team.

We have the opportunity to amplify what is working well in Southeast Kansas.
38% of stories contained Bright Spots.

N=237

SOUTHEAST KANSAS
60%
52%
50%
40%

38%

30%
20%
10%

10%
0%

Yes

No

Maybe

Bright Spots emphasized the role of
thoughtful planning for decision-making.
In the triangle asking which factors were
used to make decisions, 43% of Bright Spots
occurred when families made decisions with
thoughtful planning. Of those stories, 37.5% of
respondents had family incomes of less than
$20,000 a year.
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DISRUPTORS
65% of Southeast stories included disruptors
165 of 254 stories coded by the Our Tomorrows team.

Family Separation and Health were major disruptors in the Southeast
29% of stories coded with Disruptors by the Our Tomorrows team focused on family
separation, where families were broken up due to divorce, incarceration, death of a
family member, deportation, or children being removed from the home. 25% of stories
with Disruptors were about health crises, health care, or ongoing medical problems.
A new child was also a common Disruptor in the Southeast. 16% of Disruptors were
about adding a new child to the home through either birth, foster care, or adoption.
This is about 3 percentage points higher than in the rest of the state.

N=165

SOUTHEAST KANSAS
35%
29%

30%

25%

25%
20%

16%

15%

11%

10%

9%
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5%
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DISRUPTORS

Families often found it difficult to access healthcare, which was often provided
by the government.
The Health Resources canvas shows a concentration of experiences in the bottom-left
where families were not able to access health care or receive adequate service.

Stones Healthcare

Self-Provided

Provided by Government

Easy to Access

Difficult to Access
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Unmet

NEEDS
58% of Southeast Stories Included Unmet Needs
148 of 254 stories coded by the Our Tomorrows team.

Families experienced financial strain which made it difficult to meet some basic
needs. They experienced high degrees of financial strain and an inability to meet basic
needs, indicating a potential lack of economic opportunity and resources in the area.
56% of Unmet Needs referenced living paycheck-to-paycheck or having trouble paying
N=148
for necessities.

SOUTHEAST KANSAS
35%
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30%
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Unmet

NEEDS

Food may be the most accessible basic need in Southeast Kansas. Though basic
needs account for 26% of Southeast stories, 74% of respondents in the Southeast
indicated that food was easy to access. Of those that marked “easy to access,” 63% said
their food was provided by the government on the top-left quadrant of the resources
canvas.

sd
Food
Sto
Stone
s ne
Foo

Provided by Government

Self-Provided

Self-Provided

Provided by Government

Easy to Access
Easy to Access

Difficult to Access
Difficult to Access
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Unheard

VOICES
58% of Southeast stories represented unheard voices
148 of 254 stories coded by the Our Tomorrows team.

Low income working families, and single parents were well represented in the
Our Tomorrows data set.
Low income working families and single-parent households accounted for 59% of all
Unheard Voices in Southeast Kansas. 37% of stories were from low income working
families and 22% were from people in single-parent households. Many stories shared
were about making ends meet.
Of the stories including either low income working families or single parents, 43% of
respondents reported their annual family income as less than $20,000.

N=148
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Community Sensemaking Workshop
Notes

July, 19 2019 / Pittsburg, KS

Key

TAKEAWAYS

Hosted by The Family Resource Center in Pittsburg, Kansas, the Our Tomorrows team
held a Community Sensemaking Workshop on Friday, July 19, 2019. 21 service providers
and community members in the Southeast region participated, including two parents.
They discussed their community’s strengths and needs as shown in the Our Tomorrows
stories and data. Many participants noted the amount of resilience Southeast Kansas
families showed in their stories and the common challenge of accessing childcare.
This was the first regional Community Sensemaking Workshop for the Our Tomorrows
project; the team learned how to improve the facilitation of the workshop process
and gained insights into which activities are most important for working with a
community’s stories.
The Our Tomorrows team held another Workshop in Independence on August 30
with the Montgomery County Coalition for Children, Families and Communities.
Participants noticed stories from Montgomery and Wilson counties contained more
hope and resilience than any other workshop. The stories also sparked conversations
about targeting further story collection from families with which they do not normally
interact. Additionally, they discussed their community’s perception of poverty or the
need for resources and individuals’ recognition of when local and state resources are
available to them.
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Activity

SUMMARY
1

Kansas Early Childhood Journey

Facilitators shared the context of the statewide Early Childhood Systems Building
work and the role families’ experiences play in shaping the needs assessment and
strategic plan for early childhood in Kansas.
2

Background and Demographics
The Our Tomorrows team gave background information about the project and its
goals and progress to date. Facilitators then went through results of demographic
data from story respondents and how stories were coded into the four themes of
Disruptors, Unmet Needs, Unheard Voices, and Bright Spots.

3

Predictions
Participants predicted where they expected Southeast Kansans would mark their
experiences on the Decisions Triad and Childcare resource canvas. They placed
colored adhesive dots on paper canvases that replicated the questions in the
Our Tomorrows framework. After showing participants the real data results for
those questions, groups discussed the differences or similarities between their
expectations and the responses of Southeast Kansans.

4

Working
with Stories

Participant groups read stories from Southeast Kansas and categorized them into
similar themes. They then chose a representative story for each theme identified,
and placed that story on a flip charts. The left side of the chart read “More Like This,”
indicating stories the group wished to see more of, and the right side read “Fewer
Like That,” which included stories that the groups did not wish to amplify.
Each group gave a summary of their themes and representative story choices to
the rest of the participants, and all participants discussed the things surprising to
them or the most salient problems they identified from the stories.
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Insights of

WORKING WITH

STORIES

Each Community Sensemaking workshop is an opportunity for community
members to explore patterns and themes in the ways that families interpreted
their experiences. The sensemaking work completed in these workshops was
captured by the Our Tomorrows team so that it can be used to spur new ways of
thinking about making change in Community Action Labs.
Outlined on the following pages are the themes and patterns that emerged while
participants were working with their community’s stories. Each page of notes
represents the work of one group in the workshop. Each group read and interpreted
one “Story Pack” from the Our Tomorrows data set.
On each page, you will see the following:
A title that shows what pattern the group worked with during the “Working with

Stories” activity

A picture of the pattern from the Our Tomorrows SAVVY Dashboard

An image of the flipchart completed by workshop participants, which includes

titles of themes and example stories sorted by “More like this, fewer like that”

A typed list of the main themes and example stories taken from the flipchart

A list of Actionable ideas that participants thought could change the patterns that

emerged from the stories they read (this activity didn’t occur at every regional
workshop due to the great conversations that happened in earlier activities)

The insights that were uncovered in the Community Sensemaking Workshops can
drive big changes!
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THINGS GET TOUGH TRIAD

Gritting my Teeth and
Moving Forward
In the experience you shared,
when things got tough, what
helped the family get through?…

MORE THEMES LIKE…

FEWER THEMES LIKE…

Positive parenting
Example: Family

Health
Example: Pregnant

Good Success Story
Example: Ownership
Good Support System
Example: Grandchildren
Success of Community Model
Example: Able to Breathe

Children Removed
Example: Lack of Stability
Negative Parenting
Example: Single Parent
Lack of Financial Planning
Example: Gas Leak

© 2019 University of Kansas Center for Public Partnerships and Research

HOMELIFE NEGATIVE TRIAD

C haotic

In the experience you shared,
the family’s homelife felt…

MORE THEMES LIKE…

FEWER THEMES LIKE…

Resilience & Support
A Long Winter

Parenting
The House of Misclean

Health/ Mental Health
Struggling Alone
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DECISIONS TRIAD

Things Beyond the
Family's Control
In the experience you shared,
decisions were made based on…

MORE THEMES LIKE…

FEWER THEMES LIKE…

Addiction
Example: Tough Times don’t Last,
Tough People Do

Finance
Example: Slumlords

Parenting
Example: Hungry Child

Foster Care
Example: Need More Foster Parents
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THINGS GET TOUGH TRIAD

Support from Others
In the experience you shared,
when things got tough, what
helped the family get through?…

MORE THEMES LIKE…

FEWER THEMES LIKE…

Family
Example: Family

No Solution
Example: Sub-poverty

Community Resources
Example: Back on Track

External control
Example: Dang the Luck
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DECISIONS TRIAD

Thoughtful P lanning
In the experience you shared,
decisions were made based on…

MORE THEMES LIKE…

FEWER THEMES LIKE…

Happy Ending
Example: Changes

In the Thick of It
Example: Family

Positive Stories
Example: When Things Go Right

Financial Struggles
Struggles of job loss
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HOMELIFE NEGATIVE

Insecure

In the experience you shared,
the family’s homelife felt……

MORE THEMES LIKE…

FEWER THEMES LIKE…

Needs Met
Example: Thankful

Parenting
No Interaction
Financial
Mother Going through a Divorce with Small Child
Health
A Mother’s Journey
Food Insecurity
Motherly Sacrifice

© 2019 University of Kansas Center for Public Partnerships and Research

Important

CONVERSATIONS
Most people’s favorite part was reading stories from their community and being able to see
some of the broader context of what families are experiencing in their area. To some, the
stories confirmed circumstances they already knew, while others appreciated the ability to
learn more about a family’s situation than the small part they may witness as service providers.
Especially notable was the extent to which resilience in Southeast Kansas was a highlight and
a pleasant surprise.
Participants also emphasized several difficulties that families and service providers have
regarding childcare. This includes a lack of training opportunities for staff, financial barriers for
families that are just above the threshold to qualify for government support, and flexible care
times for parents who work outside of regular business hours.
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Southeast

Community Action Lab Awardees
Community Action Labs are an opportunity to act on the patterns and themes
uncovered by the experiences shared through the Kansas Early Childhood Systems
Building effort and the Our Tomorrows SenseMaker® tool. Community Action
Labs will look different in each community and region based on collaboration with
local partners. Below is a list of those who received Community Action Lab awards.
See what changes are ahead for these communities!

Awardee		

RECIPIENT

ACTIONABLE

Community Heroes

		 My Family - Four County Mental Health Center

LOCATION
CONTACT(S)
EMAIL
PHONE

Fredonia
Stacie Ray
sray@fourcounty.com
918-720-2873

 WHAT DO YOU WANT TO DO?
What quick, local, and inexpensive Actionable would you like to try?

Host an evening event where we showcase local supports and identify the “heroes”
in our community. Informational booths will be set up to get the word out about
programs in early childhood education, service organizations and health care
agencies. Healthy snacks will be provided and families will bet the opportunity to put
faces and names together thus helping ensure better follow through with services.

 WHO DO YOU WANT TO DO IT WITH
Who do you want to participate in your Actionable? Who could you partner with?

Local Medical Providers, Law Enforcement, School Leaders, Mayor and other civic
leaders, Early Head Start, Parents as Teachers, Four County Mental Health, Wilson
County Health Department, Public Library, EMS, National Guard, Fire Department

 WHY DO YOU WANT TO DO IT
What part of hearing family experience in Our Tomorrows inspired your Actionable?
Was it a specif ic story, a conversation in a Sensemaking Workshop, seeing the data?

Seeing the data inspired this event. With the data we were able to identify community
supports that are available to families that they are not aware of or are not utilizing,
such as health care. Through this Community Heroes event we hope to build positive
relationships and promote partnership within the community.

Southeast
Awardee		

RECIPIENT

ACTIONABLE

Collaborative Sitting/Technology Area

		 Coffey County Library - Lebo Branch

LOCATION
CONTACT(S)
EMAIL
PHONE

Lebo
Mary Davies
mdavies@cclibks.org
620-256-6452

 WHAT DO YOU WANT TO DO?
What quick, local, and inexpensive Actionable would you like to try?

We would like to modernize and create an inviting seating area (where the old
newspaper area is in the public library and non-existent at the public school). Our
vision for this area is a flexible, technology-infused, collaborative sitting area for our
youth in both a public and school setting.

 WHO DO YOU WANT TO DO IT WITH
Who do you want to participate in your Actionable? Who could you partner with?

Lebo Youth/Teens/Adults, USD #243, Coffey County Library

 WHY DO YOU WANT TO DO IT
What part of hearing family experience in Our Tomorrows inspired your Actionable?
Was it a specif ic story, a conversation in a Sensemaking Workshop, seeing the data?

Make an inviting learning space where families and youth can gather; keep up with
new technology and devices; create a space for social gathering and interaction,
collaboration and working together. This is the first year that the Lebo Public Library is
managing the Lebo School Library. We are working on and looking at ways to improve
our image and overall feel.

Southeast
Awardee		

RECIPIENT

ACTIONABLE

Get the Info Out!

		 Family Resource Center

LOCATION
CONTACT(S)
EMAIL
PHONE

Pittsburg
Ann Elliott
ann@frcpittsburg.org
620-235-3150

 WHAT DO YOU WANT TO DO?
What quick, local, and inexpensive Actionable would you like to try?

A public awareness campaign and easy enrollment process for child care assistance
in Crawford County. As we have seen a decrease in the number of families accessing
childcare assistance, we want to do a public awareness campaign about what the
program is and get families enrolled

 WHO DO YOU WANT TO DO IT WITH
Who do you want to participate in your Actionable? Who could you partner with?

All childcare providers in Crawford County, Crawford County Chamber of Commerce,
Pittsburg State University, USD 250, Ascension Via Christi Hospital, Community Health
Center of SEK

 WHY DO YOU WANT TO DO IT
What part of hearing family experience in Our Tomorrows inspired your Actionable?
Was it a specif ic story, a conversation in a Sensemaking Workshop, seeing the data?

Child care assistance through DCF is so hard to access and keep. We heard this from
families through the Our Tomorrows Process.

Southeast
Awardee		

RECIPIENT

ACTIONABLE

Dr. Cline’s Sunflower Book Club

		 Dr. Cline’s Sunflower Book Club

LOCATION
CONTACT(S)
EMAIL
PHONE

Coffeyville
Whitney Cline, DO
whitneyc@crmcinc.org
918-260-5437

 WHAT DO YOU WANT TO DO?
What quick, local, and inexpensive Actionable would you like to try?

The Book club was started at the CRWC Medical group pediatric clinic to encourage
parents to read tot heir young children. The book club helps children throughout SE
Kansas prepare for school and life by giving each child a book (newborn to 6 years
old) at their KanBeHealthy Well child checks. Funding for books in the poorest county
in Kansas is difficult and we would like to be able to continue the program and
eventually expand it to older children and have a lending library for them as well.

 WHO DO YOU WANT TO DO IT WITH
Who do you want to participate in your Actionable? Who could you partner with?

The stories from Our Tomorrows have an underlying theme of children and families
struggling. The best time to influence a child’s future is in the first 5 yrs of life. Children
who hear fewer words during this time start school developmentally behind their
peers which effects rates of high school graduation and career success in a negative
way. Sadly, 2/3 of children in the US and 80% of children living below the poverty
threshold (like we see in Montgomery CO.) fail to develop reading proficiency by the
end of the 3rd grade. Lower family income, fewer literacy sources, early childhood
adversity, and toxic stress at an early age all compound the problem leading to a
significant learning disadvantage even before children have access to early pre-school
intervention. We would like to use the book club to stop their thread in our area.

 WHY DO YOU WANT TO DO IT
What part of hearing family experience in Our Tomorrows inspired your Actionable?
Was it a specif ic story, a conversation in a Sensemaking Workshop, seeing the data?

The stories from Our Tomorrows have an underlying theme of children and families
struggling. The best time to influence a child’s future is in the first 5 yrs of life. Children
who hear fewer words during this time start school developmentally behind their
1 of 2

peers which effects rates of high school graduation and career success in a negative
way. Sadly, 2/3 of children in the US and 80% of children living below the poverty
threshold (like we see in Montgomery CO.) fail to develop reading proficiency by the
end of the 3rd grade. Lower family income, fewer literacy sources, early childhood
adversity, and toxic stress at an early age all compound the problem leading to a
significant learning disadvantage even before children have access to early pre-school
intervention. We would like to use the book club to stop their thread in our area.
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Southeast
Awardee		

RECIPIENT

ACTIONABLE

Chanute Public Library Literacy for All

		 Chanute Public Library

LOCATION
CONTACT(S)
EMAIL
PHONE

Chanute
Kandi Wilson
kwilson@chanute.org
620-431-3820

 WHAT DO YOU WANT TO DO?
What quick, local, and inexpensive Actionable would you like to try?

Chanute Public Library wants to use this grant to supply a literacy basket with books
and activities to help promote literacy in our community.

 WHO DO YOU WANT TO DO IT WITH
Who do you want to participate in your Actionable? Who could you partner with?

Chanute Public Library would place this basket at the Neosho County Health
Department. We would check periodically to make sure supplies are adequate.
Many programs are facilitated through our local Health Department including WIC,
immunizations and the Mommy and Me breastfeeding group. We would like all
families, especially those with young children to take advantage of this opportunity to
make literacy an important part of their lives.

 WHY DO YOU WANT TO DO IT
What part of hearing family experience in Our Tomorrows inspired your Actionable?
Was it a specif ic story, a conversation in a Sensemaking Workshop, seeing the data?

Early literacy is very important. It’s important for a young child especially, to see their
parents and siblings participate in reading. It is beneficial for all who take part. Reading
stimulates the mind, encouraging thinking and problem solving skills. Having this basket
with items available at no cost would benefit various members of our community.

What’s Next
There are many ways for you to stay involved with Our Tomorrows and help shape the future
of families and children in Kansas. Below are a few next steps:
Send feedback on workshop notes to the Our Tomorrows team.

Choose a pattern you want to change in your community.

Pick from the Our Tomorrows Sensemaking Guide.

Plan an Actionable that relates to the pattern chosen.

Submit a Community Action Lab application for funding.

Applications accepted beginning September, 2019.

Receive funding up to $2,000.

Try out your Actionable.

Share what you learned with the Our Tomorrows team.

Monitor progress by continuing story collection with Our Tomorrows.


To apply for an Actionable and to learn more about
how Our Tomorrows is using SenseMaker for needs
assessments, visit ourtomorrows.kucppr.org.

To learn more about the Kansas Early Childhood Journey,
visit ksearlychildhoodjourney.org.
If you have any comments, additions, or
perspectives that you would like to add to this
Sensemaking Guide, please email them to
ourtomorrows@ku.edu.

t kschildrenscabinet.org
Find out more a
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